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Hadith critique, facial The Prophetic hadith “Min sa ‘adat al-mar’i khiffatu lizyatihi (lit.
hair, beard (lihyah), Lightness of one’s beard is of his good fortune)” is one of the traditions
hadith conflict, scribal that discusses the length of men’s beards. This hadith appears in
error (tashtf), figurative Imamiyya (Twelver Shi’a) sources, specifically in the books “Tukaf al-
speech ‘Ugal” and “Makarim al-Akhlaqg”. Based on the naming of the sections
Received: in these books, the meaning of this hadith points to the preference for
04 Jung 2024 short beards. If this meaning is interpreted conventionally, it conflicts
Accepted: with other traditions that recommend growing long beards. Various

studies aim to assess the validity, and more precisely assess the
meaning of this tradition. Based on the results of these studies, two
other interpretations of this hadith suggest it refers to 1) a light chin for
the purpose of speaking less or 2) ease of movement [of the chin] for
the remembrance of God. Both of these interpretations are related to
worldly and spiritual happiness and can be substantiated by connected
and disconnected tradition evidence. Additionally, defining shortness as
one fist-length compared to long can help resolve the conflict. The aim
of this research is to attain the correct meaning of this tradition and
provide an appropriate model for Islamic etiquette regarding facial hair,
as well as to create harmony among traditions concerning the length of
beards.
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