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Hadith, validity Validity assessment of traditions is not confined to examining their
assessment, text chains of transmission (isnad); it can also be scrutinized from the
criticism, status of the perspectives of sources, content, and other surrounding evidence.
Infallibles, conformity Content validity assessment, as part of the validity assessment process
assessment, knowledge of a text attributed to the Infallibles, encompasses various criteria.
framework Among these criteria are 1) agreement and disagreement with the
Received: framework of religious knowledge, 2) the conformity and alignment of
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the hadith with other sayings of the Infallibles, 3) “the agreement and
disagreement of the hadith with the lofty status of the Infallibles, 4)
5 e 2z compatibility and incompatibility with the Qur’an and definitive
Sunnah, 5) agreement and disagreement of the hadith’s content with the
Sunni traditions, 6) agreement and disagreement of the hadith with the
essentials of Islam and the Imamiyya denomination (the Twelver Shi’a),
and 7) the role of reason (‘agl) in content validity assessment. Among
these, “ascertaining agreement and disagreement with the framework of
religious knowledge”, “the conformity and alignment with other sayings
of the Infallibles”, and “examining its agreement with the lofty status of
the Infallibles” require a re-examination in terms of definition,
instances, and the critique of ancient and contemporary approaches.
With this re-examination, all three factors can be influential in the
validity assessment of hadiths; however, in this process, potential harms
of their application must be minimized.
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